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strained accommodation, and appears in an acute or a chronic form, the 
former accompanied often with opacities of the vitreous and scleritis. 

The causes are hyperopia and astigmatism according to the rule. The 
results are astigmatism against the rule, equatorial cataract, accommodative 
excavation, latent convergent strabismus, and chorio-retinitis of the ora 
s errata. 

When the ora serrata is displaced forward the zonular fibres slacken, the 
lens pushes the iris forward, and the width of the chamber-angle is lessened. 
These changes, according to their extent, fall into four categories: 1. The 
normal position of the iris and lens. 2. Ordinary accommodation, the outer 
half of the iris concave, the inner half convex, the anterior chamber shallower 
in the centre. 3. Poshing forward of the entire iris, more or leas noticeable 
prolapse of the lens, convexity of the entire surface of the iris, shallowing 
of the entire anterior chamber. 4. Apposition of the iris to the cornea, ob¬ 
literation of the anterior chamber, absolute glaucoma. 

The pressing forward of the lens leads to an increase in refraction; and. 
the tilted position which it may assume leads to acquired astigmatism, usually 
against the rule. The authors cases of glaucoma have almost exclusively 
been in eyes with uncorrected hyperopia or astigmatism, and he believes that 
the correction of the refractive error would, in many cases, have prevented 
the development of glaucoma.— Archives of Ophthalmology , 1897, p. 428. 
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Massage in Skin Diseases.— William Tibbles {British Medical Journal, 
January 9, 1897) speaks in favor of this method of treating acne, psoriasis, 
and various localized indurations. Massage as actually performed is, how¬ 
ever, an unpleasant duty, and hence is not carried out so regularly as it ought 
to be. In place of the hand an India-rubber roller (such as the ordinary 
roller employed in photographic work) is recommended. It is easy of ap¬ 
plication and can be applied largely by the patient. 

Impetigo Contagiosa Vegetans.— Herxheimer ( Archiv fur Dermatologis 
und Syphilis, Band xxxviii.. Heft 2), in reporting three cases of impetigo con¬ 
tagiosa attended by the formation of vegetations at the site of the pustular 
lesions, concludes that these proliferations possess no specific significance, 
since they are found in very different forms of pustular and vesicular dis- 
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eases. He found, in studying these vegetations, that in a zone of the rete 
lying above the columnar cells, the epithelium is so altered in its formed 
elements that it no longer takes up stains. This peculiarity, the author 
thinks, may be useful in microscopic diagnosis, its presence probably indi¬ 
cating the proliferation of the skin after certain eruptive diseases. 

Acute Mil i ar y Tuberculosis of the Skin with Acute Miliary Tubercu¬ 
losis of the Entire System.—The following case, noted by Otto Leichten- 
stern (Munch, med. Wochenschrift., January 5, 1897), illustrates the rare 
observation that miliary tuberculosis of the general system may give rise to 
a disease of the skin of the same nature. Subject, aged four years, had 
measles four weeks before entering the hospital. There were no hereditary 
tendencies. On admission there were high fever and bronchial symptoms. 
Pulse 120 to 144. The skin was then normal. Loss of strength and emacia¬ 
tion set in, and at the end of six weeks’ illness the child died of tubercular 
meningitis. The autopsy showed that the lungs, pleura, liver, kidneys, 
mesentery, and retro-peritoneal glands were affected. The spleen was en¬ 
larged ; heart normal. The second week after patient’s admission to hospital 
a disease of the skin appeared on the face, consisting of a limited number of 
small, bright-red, circumscribed, acuminated, hempseed-sized papules. As 
the disease advanced new ones formed on the back and the upper extremities, 
and later on the lower extremities, but sparingly. Most of them in from 
eight to fourteen days disappeared by drying up and desquamating furfura- 
ceously; on the summits of others minute vesicles formed which dried 
quickly and desquamated; still other papules showed pustulation on their 
summits, but in no instance to such an extent as in pustular acne or impetigo. 
Pustulation was confined to the summits of the lesions. These, like the 
other lesions, dried up quickly and desquamated. In many respects the 
eruption resembled a sparse, disseminated, small, miliary papular and pus¬ 
tular syphilodenn. New ones appeared, while older one3 disappeared. There 
was never any tendency to group. On microscopic examination the epider- 
moidal part of the papules showed a lamellated appearance, but the most 
important primary changes were in the papillary layer of the corium, where 
they formed 1 to 2 mm. broad lenticular tubercles, containing numerous 
tubercle bacilli. The epidermoidal structure seemed to be secondary. By 
degrees, under observation, following the cutaneous eruption of miliary tuber¬ 
culosis there occurred an acute, multiple swelling of the lymph-glands of the 
neck, axilla, and groins. In the fourth week of the disease on the mucous 
membrane of the mouth and on the tongue there appeared a miliary erup_ 
tion, which rapidly broke down and changed into superficial ulcers covered 
with a speckled deposit. 

The Anatomy of Lichen Buber (Planus, Acuminatus, and Verrucosus). 
—Joseph concludes (Archiv fur Dermatologic und Syphilis, Bd. xxxvii., Heft 
1), from a study of the anatomy of the various forms of lichen, that we are 
justified, not only upon clinical but also on anatomical grounds, in asserting 
the unity of lichen ruber. To lichen ruber belong three symptom-groups— 
the planus, acuminatus, and verrucosus forms. The author believes that 
his investigations show a close anatomical connection between the different 



